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THE LAST LOST BOY: Can you ID the final known  
         victim of the 1970s Heights  

 

Based on forensic evidence, this may be how the 
young man appeared in the early 1970s.  

(Photo from Harris County Institute of 
Forensic Sciences) 

mass murders? 
 
 
Certainly someone remembers the teenage boy, recognizes his 
distinctive clothing, recalls him vanishing – likely during a 
sticky summer of 1971 or 1972 when he might have thought he 
was joining other young men for a swim – never to return. 
 
That’s the hope of Dr. Sharron Derrick. Attaching a name to 
the scraps of evidence from the last known yet unidentified 
victim of the “Candyman” mass murders in the Heights has 
become her passion, her mission. 
 
And now she’s taking her investigation to Waltrip and Reagan 
high school reunions and the pages of The Leader, thinking 
that’s where she’s most likely to find a lead that will close the 
case. With both schools holding 40-year reunions for the class 
of 1973 this year – a class the victim might have been part of – 
she’s hopeful. 
 
“He’s very likely to be from the area, unlikely to be from 
someplace else,” she said. 

 
Derrick, a Garden Oaks resident, is a forensic 
anthropologist with the Harris County Institute 
of Forensic Sciences – known more commonly as 
the county medical examiner’s office. 
 
Since joining the office in 2006, Derrick has had 
uncanny success through a blend of specialized 
science, her own detective work – and her 
devotion to the cases. She’s “given closure” to five 
more families whose young men disappeared, 
identifying them as victims of the late Dean Corll 
and his two surviving and incarcerated 
accomplices, Elmer Wayne Henley and David 
Brooks. She’s met with both men in prison and 
calls them “helpful.” 

 

Forensic anthropologist Sharon Derrick examines the swim 
trunks carried by the last known victim of the 1970s Heights mass 
murders. She’s hopeful the trunks, along with a recreation of how 
he might have appeared, his boots and other evidence will jog 
someone’s memory and lead to an identification.  

 
Here’s the information that Derrick thinks could 
jog someone’s memory: 
• The victim was probably between 16-18 

years old. 
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• He had dark brown hair. “It wasn’t real long, but it was probably over his ears,” according to 

Derrick. 
• He was 5-feet-5 or -6 inches tall. 
• He had “beautiful teeth, no fillings, well cared for.” 
• He appears to have had some kind of developmental problems with his lower spine that would not 

have been visible to the casual observer but may have resulted in him complaining about pain at 
times. 

 
And there is clothing: distinctive striped 
Catalina swim trunks, size 10 1/2-11 pointed-toed 
cowboy boots, a rawhide wrist or ankle bracelet, 
and a “beige-y” T-shirt-material shirt with blue 
buttons at the neck and a unique peace symbol 
on the back, with hand lettering below that may 
read L84MF (or some close combination). 
Military personnel have suggested to Derrick 
that could stand for “late for my funeral.” She’s 
hoping it will jog someone’s memory.  
 
The 29 victims (Derrick’s figure) of the mass 
murder were seized, raped, tortured and killed at 
Corll’s homes – first in the Heights, later in 
Pasadena — and buried in mass graves in a 
boathouse in southwest Houston and on High 
Island on the Gulf Coast. 
 
Derrick believes this victim likely died in the 
summer of ’71 or ’72 because of the presence of 
the swim trunks – the killers liked to take their 
prey to the beach – and because of the position 
of his remains in the boathouse, between two 
identified victims whose approximate dates of 
death are known. 
 
“Some of the victims were dropouts, such of 
them were very mainstream,” said Derrick. “It 
was a crime of opportunity.” 
 
For those who find it hard to understand how a 
young man could disappear without public attention, Derrick reminds them that the early 1970s were a 
very different time. 

 

The collection of evidence that Derrick believes could help identify 
the last known victim of the Heights mass murders.   

(Photo from Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences) 

 
“It was a time when there was a lot more freedom for teenagers, and many times it was thought a boy was 
a runaway or out doing drugs,” Derrick explained. “If there were reports, they were not followed through 
to the extent that there would be today.” 
 
There was no DNA, poor keeping of dental records in that era, and the Houston Police Department did 
not have a missing persons unit. Local television news was coming into its own, but there was no social 
media, no Amber Alerts. 

-more- 
 

http://www.theleadernews.com/?attachment_id=11115�


 
 
 
She’s ready to use all the most modern methods – and her own savvy – to close this last case. Anyone 
believing they may have information on the identity of the young man can call Derrick’s office at 713-796-
9292. If a relative gets in touch, a simple non-invasive DNA test would be performed – a swab inside the 
cheek. “They can even do it themselves,” Derrick said. 
 
The DNA would be used only for identification in this case and would not going into any criminal 
identification database, she promised. 
 
Derrick was only slightly younger than the victims when she began reading about the murders, especially 
attentive because of her family’s deep roots in the Heights. The poignancy of the cases haunts her. 
 
“These parents never saw their child again,” she said. “They may feel like he ran away and ‘didn’t love me 
and didn’t want to come back and talk to me.’ And I would much prefer that they knew that he just 
couldn’t come home.” 
 
The families whose young men she’s identified “have been so grateful,” she said. “They look for these boys, 
they still look at people on the street and think, ‘could that be him grown up?’ It haunts them forever. 
 
“You never really have closure when you lose a loved one that way. But you have something that gives you 
a little more peace, I think. 
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